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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

October 6, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

October 6, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Virginia 

Spruill, Chester Deloatch, and Joseph Barrett 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, Michelle Nelson, and Katherine Parker 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairman Carter called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner had no changes; neither did the 

Board.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

Chairman Carter delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for September 15, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for September 15, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for September 15, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for September 15, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for October 6, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Agenda 

for October 6, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to recess regular 

session for the purpose of entering into a closed session.  Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to enter into closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(1). Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 



-828-2014 

 

Closed Session- G.S. 143-318.11(a)(1), General Statute §153A-98: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Carter stated that an issue has come before the Board relative to outside employment 

for one of our employees. The Board has deliberated in closed session on this matter. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill to deny outside employment for Mr. Chris Wheeler, and 

that we follow our personnel policy which includes General Statute 143-318.11(a)(1) and 

General Statute 153A-98. Question Called: (3 yes: Commissioners Spruill, Barrett, and Carter; 

2 no: Commissioners Deloatch and Greene).  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Barrett wanted to clarify that it is not the way he feels about it, but it is the way he 

supposes that he should vote.  

 

Chairman Carter stated that there were three ayes to uphold the decision of the County Manager 

to deny Mr. Wheeler outside employment. There were two in opposition. So the opportunity for 

outside employment was denied.   

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if we could go further with this in reference to how we look at this 

in the future. Ms. Turner mentioned that we are already working on changes that she can address 

a little later on. Commissioner Barrett stated that we definitely need to do that because the 

outcome wasn’t the most pleasing. 

 

Request for Funding: 

 

Superintendent Monica Smith-Woofter and Finance Officer Joe Holloway of Northampton 

County Schools appeared before the Board to request funding for three of their schools. This 

funding was allocated from last year to take care of helmets for the football players and HVAC 

needs.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if the amount requested will take care of the total costs. 

Superintendent Smith-Woofter replied that it will not. They have to add some of their local 

funding to it. The expenses exceed the allocated amount. Commissioner Spruill asked how they 

would get funding. The Superintendent said they have itemized a list that the school 

administrators have ranked what they feel is a priority. The Board will review that and the 

committee members will rank and prioritize. Since they know there is not enough funding to 

support all the needs, they have to develop short and long range goals to deal with fiscal facility 

needs. There is educational lottery funding that they will come back before this Board in the 

future to get approval on. She wants to be sure that they have prioritized the highest need areas, 

covering what she can with local funding.  

 

The Superintendent also mentioned that she will work with County Manager Turner to schedule 

a joint meeting with both Board Chairs and follow up with a joint work session with the Boards 
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to work out long and short range plans, and look at the needs for Northampton County schools 

within the next five to 10 years.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the request from the Northampton County Schools Superintendent. 

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Carter stated to the Superintendent that when they have the joint meeting, he would 

like it to be a meeting with the entire Board. He said the Board of Commissioners has laid out a 

plan about two years ago, and he would like to bring forth that plan and start working from there. 

Instead of having the Chairpersons come together, have the full Boards come together. He asked 

Ms. Turner who hosted the last meeting. Several of the Board members mentioned that the 

School Board hosted the last meeting. Chairman Carter said they will host the next one.  

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENT WHICH IS 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Budget Amendments and Financial Report: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Director, appeared before the Board to present Budget Amendments 4-

12. 

 

Commissioner Barrett questioned the fact that Budget Amendment #10 had a note that funds 

were to be used by 9-30-14. Mrs. Vick confirmed and mentioned that this is the program that 

Colorado heads up. She said these funds were requested in January. It got to Mrs. Vick the last of 

August. They had until Sept. 30
th

 to spend $103,000. There was one nurse down, then the 

supervisor left, so they had some lapse there. So there was no way they could spend all of this 

because of the personnel monies.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if we would have to return any money. Mrs. Vick said the money 

was approved, but we have not gotten it yet. They will reimburse us after the fact. She mentioned 

the fact is that they couldn’t use all the money at the late time frame.  

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve Budget 

Amendments 4-12.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also presented the Northampton County Operating Budget Report. She mentioned that 

the Operating Fund looks good. The Revenues were over last year, but if you go back to when 

the Auditor presents it, they will be presenting the Fund Balance available for appropriation and 

then total Fund Balance. Both of them should increase, but Revenues we receive that are 

recorded for 2014 that came in after June 30
th

 was $1,835,000. That will be in the total Fund 

Balance, but was not available for appropriation. She expects the percentage to go up. 

 

The Enterprise Fund is not in that good of shape. The Revenues were over expenditures only 

because when the Board approved to go with Phase V, when the engineering costs started, they 

had to pay that out of the Enterprise Fund. Those costs have added up to $367,000 over the 

years.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if it is $1,000 under the Cash Flow. Mrs. Vick replied that there was 

a typo, and that figure is $1,000,000. 

 

Chairman Carter stated that Mrs. Vick addressed the DSS budget and the excess they have. He 

asked what the debt payment was for that building. He mentioned this will be the first debt 

payment towards our DSS building, and it will become due in April 2015. There will be a 

$402,000 payment in April.  
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Request for Public Hearing for ROAP Grant Application: 

 

Ms. Joslyn Reagor, Office on Aging Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to 

hold a Public Hearing on October 20, 2014 for the purpose of the Rural Operating Assistance 

Program through the North Carolina Department of Transportation FY 2014-2015. 

 

Chairman Carter called upon the Clerk, Michelle Nelson to recommend a time. Ms. Nelson gave 

the time of 1:35 pm for the Public Hearing. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Public 

Hearing for the ROAP operation for October 20
th

 at 1:35 pm. Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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NC Governor’s Highway Safety Program Grant: 

 

Sheriff Jack Smith appeared before the Board to obtain approval to enter into a renewal contract 

with the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program to accept $20,000.  

 

Commissioner Barrett asked Sheriff Smith if they post what assets or properties are benefitted by 

this program. Sheriff Smith responded that with the last $20,000, they purchased in-car cameras. 

He said they are restricted as to what they can purchase by State law. It has to generally do with 

safety equipment. Commissioner Barrett wanted to clarify that these funds are not carried over if 

they are not all expended. Sheriff Smith confirmed that was correct. If they don’t spend it by the 

end of this session, which is Sept. 30
th

, it is given back to the State. 

 

Chairman Carter mentioned to the Board that the Sheriff has a resolution that needs adopting, 

certifying that the Board supports the Sheriff for the Governor’s Highway Safety Program. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the request. 

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Carter wanted to alert the Board that a citizen came to see him referencing the break-

ins in the Conway area. He talked with Ms. Turner last Monday, and the Sheriff came to meet 

with them to discuss the issue. The municipalities have a regulation where the Sheriff has no 

jurisdiction in the area, but the Sheriff indicated that he felt he could work with the Chief of 

Police in Conway to work out the situations with the break-ins. Sheriff Smith stated that his 

department is working with Chief Duke, but wanted to clarify that the County Sheriff’s office 

does have jurisdiction. However, when they have a local police department they are the ones that 

are primarily responsible. Quite often when they go in at night, when they don’t have anyone 

there, the County still ends up handling the calls, so they are there to help them.  
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Water Purchase Contract Amendment-Town of Weldon and Award for Construction of 

NC 48 Booster Pump Station Improvements: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for an 

amendment to the Water Purchase Contract with the Town of Weldon. Over the past two years, 

with the local supply plan, it was found that we were not purchasing enough water that would 

allow the County to meet the 40 year plan. With the addition of Phase V customers, there was 

going to be an increase in usage. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if the County Attorney had reviewed the amendment. Mr. McKellar 

responded that he has, and he drafted the modification agreement. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked about the prior contract which was in 1985. He said he did not see 

the difference in the dollar amount. Mr. Morris mentioned that there is no difference in the dollar 

amount. Each year with this 40 year contract we were in, if they needed to go up, they would go 

up around the beginning of our fiscal year. So what’s mentioned in the agreement under number 

two, the $770, we well exceed that minimum of what we purchase per month.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the Water Purchase Contract Amendment as executed by the Town of 

Weldon on September 8, 2014. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also appeared before the Board with an award for the construction for the NC 48 

water booster pump station improvements. This is being done through Enviva project funds. 

They are looking at installing a generator which the County had purchased, which has not been 

delivered yet. What’s under contract is installation and any appurtenances to get this generator 

installed at the booster pump station site.  

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if this money was included in the Enviva project. Mr. Gary Brown, 

EDC Director, replied that the funding for these costs are being derived from funds appropriated 

to the Enviva project.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Enviva 

infrastructure project for the construction of NC 48 booster pump station improvements with the 

low bidder. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

County Attorney McKellar interjected that in addition on the second page, if the motion can be 

modified to include paragraph two on the decision paper. 

 

Commissioner Barrett added to authorize the Chairman, the County Manager, the County 

Attorney and other staff as appropriate to develop and execute all subsequent related contract 

documents as may be necessary to administer the project.  
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Chairman Carter called for a five minute break 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals, Motor Vehicle Tax Refunds, 2015 Market Value Schedule, 2015 

Use Value Schedule, and 2015 Proposed Value: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $12,130.43 on 33 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the request for 

release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals submitted herewith in the amounts and for the 

reasons stated on the listings. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or refund Ad Valorem 

taxes assessed in the amount of $1,053.44 on 25 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

request for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals submitted herewith in the amounts 

and for the reasons stated on the listings for $1,053.44. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to present the Northampton County 2015 Market 

Value Schedules of Rules, Standards and Values and request that the Board schedule a public 

hearing on October 20, 2014 at 2:00 pm pursuant to G.S. 105-317 for public comment and to 

give consideration to approving or disapproving the schedules on November 3, 2014. 

 

Mrs. Allen has compiled the 2015 revaluation schedules, and she recommends that the Board 

adopts it. The schedule has to be presented to the Board prior to a Public Hearing.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to accept 

Northampton County 2015 Market Value Schedules of rules of standards and values and approve 

the Public Hearing on October 20, 2014 at 2:00 pm pursuant to GS 105-317. Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also presented the 2015 Use Value Schedules of Rules, Standards and Values and 

requests that the Board schedule a public hearing on October 20, 2014 at 2:15 pm pursuant to 

G.S. 105-317 for public comment and to give consideration to approving or disapproving the 

schedules on November 3, 2014. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to accept 

Northampton County 2015 Use Value Schedules and a Public Hearing will be held on October 

20, 2014 at 2:15 pm. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen presented a Schedule of Proposed Values for the 2015 revaluation. The 

Market Value for all properties will be $1,979,940,868 for 2014 that is the value. There is going 

to be a decrease, so for 2015 it will be $1,711,331,088 and total amount of exemption will 

remain the same estimated at $231,184,478. Our total taxable property will go from $1.7 Billion 

to $1.4. The schedule is broken down by Townships and Municipalities as well.  
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Mrs. Allen mentioned that this is to give a brief insight into what the 2015 Value Schedule looks 

like. It will be a decrease. Commissioner Spruill asked what this is based on. Mrs. Allen said it is 

based on revaluation we are going through at the moment. The appraisers are out and looking at 

the property, and the property values are going down. Commissioner Spruill asked why that is 

happening. Mrs. Allen said it is the market and based on the sales of properties recorded through 

the Register of Deeds office. 
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Public Hearing Request: Special Use Permit for Grover Edwards: 

 

Mr. William Flynn, Planning and Zoning Director, appeared before the Board to request a Public 

Hearing for a special use permit for Mr. Grover Edwards. 

 

Chairman Carter asked the Clerk for a date and time. Ms. Nelson gave a date of November 3, 

2014 at 10:05 am. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to hold a Public Hearing 

on November 3, 2014 at 10:05 for a special use permit. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month Proclamation: 

 

Ms. Patricia Peele, of the Rural Health Group, Inc. appeared before the Board to present a 

proclamation to officially proclaim October as Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

 

Ms. Peele also announced that the Roanoke Valley Breast Cancer Coalition has established four 

support groups for cancer survivors to meet monthly. One of those groups will be held in 

Northampton County at the Cultural and Wellness Center in Jackson every 1
st
 Tuesday evening 

at 6:00 pm. This initiative is funded in part by the Susan G. Komen Foundation. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the 

proclamation for Breast Cancer Awareness. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with a follow-up item 

concerning the mixed beverage referendum. She wanted to explain the process. She said there is 

nothing that the Board has to do after the fact that it’s been voted on and approved by the voters. 

The only thing that will take place is the regular process as it goes through a permit for alcoholic 

beverages. It is through the ABC Commission. They have to fill out an application to the ABC 

Commission. The permit for mixed beverages is $1,000. They fill the application out to go to the 

Commission. They have to complete the information for the Local Government that comes to the 

County Manager. The County Manager approves or disapproves. They also have to get a form 

completed by the Zoning and the Building Inspections office. Before it gets to her, all 

applications have to be completed. They also have to go to the Sheriff’s Department for a 

background check and be fingerprinted. The Sheriff’s Department sends her a letter that all has 

been done and there is no problem with the permit being issued. Then she signs off on it.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked who pays the $1,000. Ms. Turner replied that the applicant does. 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if the process has already started. Ms. Turner replied yes, that it 

is open for anyone to apply for the permit. 

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairman Carter called for Citizens Comments 
 

Mr. Roger West of Henrico, NC came before the Board to inform them that he is disappointed 

about the County’s water rates. He said in the beginning of the year, he was paying $20 for a two 

consumption, he is now paying $24.50 for a one consumption. $29.50 for a two consumption and 

$34.50 for a three consumption. He said that is a 38% increase in his water rate. He said it is very 

unreasonable. When the Department changed the water rates, they lost the first 2,000 gallons. 

The citizens used to get 2,000 gallons included in the minimum bill. Now they pay for every 

1,000 gallons up to 10,000 at $5 per thousand. He feels it is a bit unreasonable. He feels there are 

other residents that are as upset as he is. He said he is considering reactivating his well. He said 

if he goes one gallon over the 2,000 mark, he will have to pay for the three consumption. He 

doesn’t think this is fair. He can understand a rate increase because we haven’t had one in a 

while, but he doesn’t like that the 2,000 gallon minimum was taken away. He says that for fixed 

income families in the County, they are being hurt. He feels the rate structure needs to be 

relooked at and reworked by the Water Department.  

 

Chairman Carter mentioned that this may require the Board to review it once again to see if they 

can benefit the citizens. He stated that all the Commissioners have gotten calls about this issue. 

He said they will look at it to see if there are any adjustments that they can make. 

 

Ms. Silverleen Alston also came up to add a comment. She wanted to state that she had spoken to 

Jason Morris about this issue. She said her normal water bill was $25 for years. She said it went 

up to $34, and then she got her bill on Friday for $44.50. She said her bill almost doubled. She 

felt her water usage was no different. She agrees with Mr. West that the Board needs to check 

into the issue because she thinks it is going too high. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Board Comments  
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Vice-Chairwoman Greene mentioned the beautification issue off of 95 and 46 in Garysburg that 

she has referenced before. She said the site is looking better, but she is still concerned and feels 

that the Board needs to relook at the ordinance. She is concerned that we are allowing people to 

set up businesses without a building. She feels that at the entrance of Northampton County it 

does not set a good precedence.  

 

Commissioner Barrett said that he agrees with Vice-Chairwoman Greene and also agrees with 

the citizens that made comments about the water. He feels that the Board needs to look at it. It 

has to be self-supporting but he feels that 35-40% higher is a bit much.  

 

Chairman Carter mentioned that the Progressive Women’s Guild of Northampton County will be 

honoring the first African American County Commissioner, Jack Faison, and they will also 

recognize our County Manager, Ms. Kimberly Turner on Saturday, October 11, 2014 at the 

Cultural and Wellness Center.  

 

Chairman Carter called for a recess for lunch 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to recess regular session 

for the purpose of entering into a closed session for G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3). Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session- G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3): 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to adjourn closed session 

for G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3).  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Chester Deloatch to enter into closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6). . Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session- G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6): 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch to adjourn. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 10-06-14” 


